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CARO was founded in response to the desire for an alternative to the perceived rigidity of traditional 
obedience and remains committed to being an inclusive and welcoming organisation, dedicated to 
combining performance excellence with a positive attitude and a genuine enjoyment of the sport.

Trial Officials play a key role in championing this vision, both in and out of the ring, by embodying the 
CARO spirit through their conduct and actively promoting CARO's values.


This guide is designed to assist all trial officials including:

• Judges

• Trial Hosts

• Trial Chair

• Trial Secretary

• Stewards


At the hosting club’s discretion these roles may be held by one person or several people. 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CARO Code of Conduct 
At CARO, we are committed to fostering a safe, respectful, and inclusive environment for everyone 
involved in our sanctioned activities. This Code of Conduct outlines the expectations for all 
participants and reflects CARO’s core values of respect, fairness, and integrity.


Our Commitment	
CARO upholds a zero-tolerance policy toward all forms of mistreatment, bullying, or harassment—
whether direct or indirect. Every individual has the right to participate in an environment free from 
discrimination, intimidation, and abuse.


Who Must Follow This Code 
This Code applies to all individuals involved in CARO-sanctioned activities, regardless of 
membership status. This includes, but is not limited to:


• CARO members

• Handlers, trial participants, and their guests

• Judges, trial hosts and organisers

• Volunteers, directors, and committee members

• Any individuals or groups participating in CARO-related events or platforms


Expected Conduct 
All participants are expected to:


• Treat others with respect and dignity

• Contribute to a safe, welcoming, and inclusive environment

• Share differing opinions in a constructive and courteous manner

• Refrain from harmful, aggressive, or exclusionary behaviour


While this Code cannot cover every situation, it serves as a guide to behaviour aligned with CARO’s 
values. Conduct which contradicts these principles may still be considered a violation, even if not 
explicitly mentioned.


Social Media Guidelines 
Participants are expected to use social media responsibly, ensuring that all communication reflects 
respect, accountability, and constructive intent.

This Code applies to social media activities related to CARO, including:


• Personal and public profiles

• CARO-managed platforms (e.g., official Facebook groups)

• Private messages (DMs, PMs, texts, etc.)


Freedom of Expression with Respect 
CARO values open dialogue and freedom of expression, while maintaining a respectful community. 
We welcome differing opinions and constructive criticism—but they must be expressed in a way that 
promotes respect, inclusion, and collaboration.


Failure to Comply 
Individuals or organisations who fail to follow these guidelines may have their membership 
suspended/revoked and/or may be suspended from participating in any CARO events for a period as 
determined by the CARO Executive.


Questions or Concerns? 
If you have questions about this Code, or wish to report a concern, please contact your CARO 
Director or a member of the CARO Executive Team. 

https://canadianrallyo.ca/contacts/
https://canadianrallyo.ca/contacts/
mailto:board@canadianrallyo.ca?subject=Code%20of%20Conduct%20Concerns
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Eligibility to Host a Trial 

A CARO Trial may be hosted by an individual or an organisation.

The individual/organisation applying to host the trial must be a professional member in good 
standing and will assume all responsibilities for reports, payments and fines.


Requirements 
• Trials must be approved by CARO. 

• Judges must be in good standing. A complete list of accredited judges is available on the 

CARO website.

• Venues must have a nonslip surface.

• Ring size:


• For Rally trials, the minimum ring size is 1,500 square feet.

✴TEMPORARY EXCEPTION: From Jan 1, 2026 to June 30, 2026, CARO will be 

running a pilot program for smaller venues. Ring sizes of a minimum of 30x30 will 
be considered for in-person trials. Contact the Board for further information.


• For Working trials, the minimum ring size for 3 or fewer exercises is 900 square feet; 4 
or more exercises require minimum 1,500 square feet. Ring dimensions must be 
sufficient to accommodate the exercises offered. Exercises offered per round should 
be clearly outlined in the trial premium.


• If the trial spans consecutive days, the host should submit one single application form.

• Trial numbers will be assigned immediately after payment of application fees online, but trials 

will not be approved until the trial approver checks for other trials with 250km.

• If another organisation has an approved CARO trial within 250 km on the same date, 

permission must first be obtained from the organisation holding the approved date.


Trial Host Checklist 
✓ Are you a professional member of CARO?


• The Caro number used to host a trial will be responsible for all penalties that might be 
imposed for things such as late results submissions.


✓ Are there any other trials already approved within 250 km of your venue?

• If another organisation has an approved CARO trial within 250 km on the same date, 

permission must first be obtained from the organisation holding the approved date 
before your trial can be approved.


✓ Is your venue available on your dates?

✓ Are judge(s) in good standing available on your dates?

✓ What events do you wish to hold? (speak to local instructors for suggestions)

✓ Do you have all the supplies required to host a trial? Which items will you request the 

judge(s) bring?

• signs and sign holders

• Cones

• Obstacles (jumps, tunnel, weave poles, and broad jump)

• Dog boxes and handler boxes for Working
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Trial Application 
Trial applications are done by electronic submission and MUST be made a minimum of 6 weeks prior 
to the date of the event to allow for processing and course design for Rally or Combination Trials and 
a minimum of 3 weeks prior to the date of the event for Working Only Trials. 


Log into to your profile on the CARO website. On your personal CARO dashboard, select Trial 
Application:


Complete step 1 of application and select Next


Then select the timeframe applicable to your trial date. Complete the entire form. 


NOTE: Brace and Team are considered separate events from regular class on the application form.
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Once the form is completed, select the correct number of events (remembering to count Brace and 
Team as separate events), choose your payment method and click submit.


You will be connected to the PayPal payment site (credit cards are accepted and a PayPal account is 
not required) for completion of your application payment. Your application will automatically be 
forwarded to the Trial Approver who will check it for completeness.




￼7

Hosting a Trial 

Trial Format 
The Rally and/or Working rounds offered in a trial must be clearly stated in the trial premium.


Rally 
• The number of events offered may vary by trial and can include any combination of Rally 

levels and categories, including B stream, C stream, Brace, and Team.


Working 
• Trial hosts are free to select which levels and how many rounds of each to offer at a trial.

• Hosts may offer one level (Rookie, Elite or Expert) per round or allow competitors to 

complete exercises of various levels in the same round.

• Hosts may offer up to 5 exercises per round depending on space.

• Competitors may enter between 1 and the maximum number of the exercises offered in the 

round.

• The competitor may mix levels in the same round if the host has set up the rounds for more 

than one level at a time and the dog has earned the prerequisite for the stations chosen.


Engaging a Judge 
CARO recommends a written agreement between the judge and the host. A complete list of judges 
can be found on the CARO website under the Hosts / Judges menu.


Terms and Conditions 
Rates and conditions are agreed upon between the trial host and the judge(s).


Some items for hosts and judges to discuss before committing to a judging assignment:

• Location of the trial.

• Dates and length of trial.

• Ring Size, Surface, Indoor or Outdoor.


o Ring dimensions including the location of any obstructions, ring gates, spectator 
areas, or any other area of note.


• Number (and order) of rounds/events and runs to be judged.

• Judge’s fees.

• Travel expenses (mileage, parking, tolls, flights/train fares, baggage, accommodation 

(billeting/hotel/camping), and who covers the cost.

• Meals (while travelling and at the event)) and who covers the cost.

• Compensation if a trial is postponed or cancelled (out of pocket expense, course map 

development).

• Who will provide signs, other supplies, and print course maps for competitors?


ONLY those expenses discussed and agreed to prior to the assignment should be included in the 
judge’s invoice. Unexpected expenses need to be communicated with the host as soon as they 
become apparent, and an agreement reached on how they will be dealt with. 

https://canadianrallyo.ca/judge-listing/
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Trial Cancellation or Changes 
If there is a possibility that the trial may be canceled or that changes will be made to the courses, the 
host will notify the judge(s) as soon as possible. The host must also inform CARO of any changes.


In the event that a trial is canceled for any reason; the host is responsible for reimbursing Judges for 
any out-of-pocket expenses incurred prior to the trial. It is highly recommended that this 
reimbursement policy be clearly outlined in the contract when a judge is officially hired.


Judge Unable to Attend 
If a judge is unable to attend a trial due to inclement weather, illness, or other unavoidable 
circumstances, and the club can secure a replacement judge, the following provisions will apply:


• The replacement judge may use the approved courses, and the original judge will be 
compensated for the course design.


• Results will be recorded under the name of the original judge if the course maps used were 
designed by the original judge.


• The club may also choose to cancel the trial and request a new date.

• If the club is unable to find a replacement judge, they may request a date change. In this case, 

the timing rules for trial date approval will be waived, provided that the same judge is used, 
and the approved courses are maintained.
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Trial Roles and Responsibilities 
Judge 
Becoming a Judge 

• Prior to applying to be a judge, a candidate must be a professional member in good standing 
and have been titled at a specified competition level.


• There is then an extensive judge’s training program, the details can be found on our website 
in the Hosts / Judges menu.


• The program includes; Exam(s), judge’s clinics, Shadow judging, Course design, and Final 
Review Interviews.


Maintaining Judging Status 
• Judges must maintain a professional membership and be in good standing.

• Judges must complete the continuing education program requirements which can be found 

on the website in the Hosts / Judges menu.

• CARO retains the right to refuse or revoke a judging certification.


Trial Responsibilities 
• Designing courses and submitting them to course approvers on time.

• Making reasonable provisions to enable teams with accommodation requests are able to 

complete courses while maintaining the integrity of the course.

• Familiarising yourself with current handbook rules and any amendments.

• Giving the judges’ briefing and walkthrough.

• Judging runs fairly and consistently.

• Completing scoresheets and ensuring they match the judges’ records.

• Signing paperwork before leaving the trial.

• Handing out scoresheets, ribbons, and any other special awards. 

Trial Chair 
A trial chair must be designated and will be responsible for the following duties:


• Selecting a venue that meets the ring size requirements and has appropriate flooring.

• Ensuring the event is covered by insurance.

• Engaging a judge(s) and finalising the contract details between the host and the judge(s).

• Ensuring all necessary equipment is provided for the trial.

• Overall coordination of the trial.

• Management of the trial on the day of the event.

• Coordinating with the judge to regarding the provision of course maps.


https://canadianrallyo.ca/judging-for-caro/
https://canadianrallyo.ca/judging-for-caro/#
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Trial Secretary 
There must be a trial secretary whose responsibilities include:


• Preparing the premium list.

• Accepting trial entries and payment.

• Managing accommodation requests.


• Receive the request from teams and forward them to the judge(s).

• Facilitate communication between the judge(s) and team(s), as needed.

• Once the judge(s) have approved or denied the request, notify the team(s).

• Provide the judge(s) a list of all approved accommodations the day of the trial.


• Preparing run order, score sheets, Judges Trial Records.

• Submission of results, trial fee schedule and other required documentation to CARO within 

the specified time limit and coordinating payment of trial fees to CARO.


Stewards 
The number of stewards required depends on the size and complexity of the trial, as well as the 
availability of volunteers. In some cases a single volunteer may assume multiple roles.


Table Steward(s) 
• Ensure score sheets are ready and in correct running order. 
• Gives the scoresheet for the next team to the judge. 
• Receive the completed scoresheet from the judge. 
• Check the scoresheet to ensure the math is correct and enter the score on the Judge's Trial 

Record. 

Ring Steward(s) 
• Ensure that the next team is ready.

• Keeps running order up to date.

• Deals with any conflicts that may come up in the running order.

• Completes jump height changes.

• In Working, confirms the competitor’s required objects are placed at the designated exercise 

stations.

• Check the ring after each performance to ensure everything is in order.

• Keep the area near the ring gates clear.


Timer 
• Rally – start timing when the team passes the Start sign and end timing with team passes the 

Finish sign.

• Working – start timing when the team engages with the first exercise and end timing when 

the team completes their last exercise.

• Working – confirm with the judge how they would like time to be called for teams who 

exceed the maximum time.

• Deals with timing equipment malfunctions.

• Reports the time to the judge after each run.
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Course Design 

It is the responsibility of the judge to design the Rally courses for trials and submit them to the 
course approvers at least 3 weeks before an in-person trial and by the specific deadline for Virtual 
Trials.


A course design template is available to all judges on the website under Host/Judges > Judges 
Forms/Software. Ensure you are working with the most recent version of the design template.


Working ring layouts do not need to be submitted for approval.


Courses must meet the minimum requirements for each level and should flow smoothly. Judges are 
reminded to consider the size of the ring when selecting signs for courses and to pay attention to the 
number of sits and downs included by limiting the number of signs which are not considered 
stationary, but still contain sits, downs and stands. A course design checklist is available on the 
website under Host/Judges > Judges Forms/Software. Ensure you use the most recent version if the 
checklist.


Courses must comply with the requirements of the course design checklist, including, but not limited 
to:


• The judge must allow adequate space for an effective performance of each exercise.

• There should be no cones, station signs or other objects placed in a way that will interfere 

with the path of the dog.

• The placement of obstacles should be minimum of 3 feet laterally from any ring boundary or 

any barrier in the ring.

• Ring layouts should avoid situations such as the dog working toward an object holding area.

• The Start sign (and the first sign for the second part of Team) must have a minimum of 8 feet 

leading up to the sign and there must be a minimum of 8 feet following the Finish sign.

• Signs that direct the handler to continue moving forward in the same direction will be placed 

to the right of the handler.

• Except for obstacles performed on the right, where the sign may be placed to the left 

of the handler. 

• Signs that result in a change to the path of travel (e.g. left, right, 270° and 180° turns) are to 

be placed directly in the path of the handler.


https://canadianrallyo.ca/judges-forms-software/
https://canadianrallyo.ca/judges-forms-software/
https://canadianrallyo.ca/judges-forms-software/
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Judging Notes for Station Performance 

Cone Exercises in Rally 

Spiral:


		 


Weave Once / Weave Twice: 	


• In Rally, cones can be of any height and size.

• Cone exercises can be entered at up to a 90° angle.

• Spirals should not be preceded or followed by a turn of greater than 90° in the same 

direction. This does not apply to stations which include a HALT.

• Exercises using cones are not to be placed consecutively.

• If a Spiral is combined with a Weave Once or Weave Twice, they may have 1 cone in 

common, but they must be arranged at an angle to each other so that the 2 exercises are 
easily distinguished.
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Off-Set Figure 8 



• Food bowls must be securely covered so that the dog cannot access the food.

• Food in the bowls must be tempting to the dog but should not be an unfair or unsafe 

challenge. (Dog treats or tortilla chips would be acceptable options for example, but raw 
chicken hearts or chocolate would not).


• There are 4 possible Off-Set Figure 8 patterns: 

• 3 passes through the middle with entry to the right of the first cone. 

• 3 passes through the middle with entry to the left of the first cone.

• 4 passes through the middle with entry to the right of the first cone.

• 4 passes through the middle with entry to the left of the first cone


• If the handler does not complete the pattern required for your course (i.e. does the wrong 
entry or does not do the required pattern for the sign) it is an NQ. So be sure to brief 
competitors of the pattern on your course.


Example of some possible placements on courses:


	  	 


Pivots 
Pivots are stations that are done on the spot.


Pivots may be performed by planting on the heel or toes of one foot and pivoting around that fixed 
spot or by taking tiny steps in place.


Point to remember: A Pivot is a turn but a turn is not a Pivot. 
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Stand for Walk Around 
• The path the judge takes to walk around the dog should be the same direction as the 

competitor and at least an arm’s length, but not more than 5 feet from the dog and 
completed consistently for each team in the round.


• To give each team the same conditions in scoring the Stand for Walk Around, the judge 
should attempt to be waiting at the second station sign by the time the team approaches the 
first station sign.


• The judge should avoid direct eye contact with the dog on approach but watch an area near 
the dog so that they are aware of movement and potential deductions.


• The judge should keep the clipboard tucked under an arm and keep both arms close to the 
body.


• The judge should return to the second station where the handler is waiting and then move 
smoothly out of the handler’s path to continue judging.


Moving Sit/Stand/Down Walk Around: 

￼  

Backups  

For Back Up 3 Steps, Left Turn – Back Up 2 Steps, and Right Turn – Back Up 2 Steps signs the steps 
can be taken continuously, or the handler may briefly put the feet together between steps. While 
there shouldn’t be a significant pause between steps, the team should not be judged on how 
smoothly or fast they back up. Only the number of steps and angles of the dog matters.

 

The final step of the required number of steps may be a rock-back step. This means the handler 
does not need to bring both feet together on the last step of the required number of steps.

 

Any steps beyond the required number are judged as normal heeling. I.e. if the dog sits on step 4 
backwards, it is an out of position, but if they sit during step 2, it is an NQ.
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Turn 2 Steps Down / Back Up 2 Steps 

CARO has no detailed definition on how to perform “a turn” in Rally. It can be a full step or “pivot-
like” turn in place. For these signs it’s important that the handler completed the turn (fully completed 
the 90 degree turn) before counting steps or starting to back up.


It’s recommended to clarify correct footwork during walkthrough.


Consider the space needed to successfully complete the signs successfully, even with a large dog, 
when designing your courses.


Footwork example: 

￼  	 ￼ 


Jumps 
• One line will be a 14-foot line, which is placed 3 or 6 feet to the side of the obstacle, 

indicating the 10-foot distance from the front of the obstacle to the send zone. 

• The other line is a 5-foot line, placed 10 feet from the front of the obstacle, indicating the top 

of the send zone. This line shall be placed on the side of the obstacle from which the dog will 
approach it. 


• The Send Zone is an area 5 feet wide and 4 feet long as indicated by the yellow box in the 
diagrams below.


• The station sign is placed at the outside end of the 5-foot line, as shown below. 

• Handlers must have both feet within the Send Zone when the cue to jump is given, but they 

may move forward before the dog completes the jump.

• The dogs front feet must be in the Send Zone when they cue the and all 4 dog feet must 

travel through the send zone on the way to the jump.

• All dog paths in the diagrams below are acceptable after the jump cue has been given.

• As long as the dog is committed to the jump, additional words from the handlers are to be 

seen as encouragement. For example, if the handler continues to say “jump, jump, jump”, it 
does not result in additional cue deductions, since the dog does not change their behaviour.
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Call Dog Sign 

The Call Dog sign is to be placed 5-7 feet away from the station sign it is paired with. 

After completely passing this sign (meaning the handlers whole body and both feet have passed the 
sign), the handler calls the dog to heel while continuing to move forward. The handler may adjust 
their pace, but not pause, to allow the dog to reach heel position before attempting the next station.  

 

Except for Halt – Leave Dog - Run where handlers may pause after completely passing the Call Dog 
sign, to allow the dog to reach heel position before attempting the next station. 

 

Handlers may call their dog at any pace after completely passing the Call Dog sign.


￼  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Accommodations 

It is the trial secretary’s duty to manages accommodation requests by:

• Receiving the request from teams and forwarding them to the judge(s).

• Facilitating communication between the judge(s) and team, as needed.

• Once the judge(s) have approved or denied the request, notify the team.

• Provide the judge(s) a list of all approved accommodations prior to the day of the trial.


All accommodations are at the judge's discretion. The judge should make reasonable provisions to 
enable the requesting handler or dog to complete the course. The following examples have proven 
effective in the past, and additional situations will be added as they arise. For assistance 
brainstorming options for potential accommodations, contact your regional director or the board for 
support.


Handlers using wheelchairs 
Moving Sidestep Right 

• The team comes to a Halt, and the dog is placed in a Sit-Stay.

• The handler then circles to the right and comes to a halt directly to the right of the dog.

• The dog is then called into heel position.


Handlers with the use of one hand/arm 
In Novice: for stations which require the dog to move around the handler, such as the fronts and 
finish stations.


• Handlers may attach the leash around the waist or, complete these stations in another 
manner which suits their needs.


• Handler may drop the leash briefly but must pick it up before leaving the station.


Blind dogs 
The dog would not be given deductions for incidental bumping of the handler, signs, cones etc.

Sending to jumps: 


• A flat/tape distance marker will be set at half the distance of the jump for their level. 

• An auditory device may be placed out so that the dog is cued to go to the device playing the 

audio until they move far enough to be past the distance marker and then called back to the 
handler. (For example, an electronic metronome, a remote doorbell, a remote buzzer etc.)


• Handlers may give repeated audio cues for the dog to find them for of any call front/call to 
heel exercise.


https://canadianrallyo.ca/contacts/
mailto:board@canadianrallyo.ca?subject=Support%20for%20Accommodations
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Judging At A Trial 

Judges’ Briefing 

Before each level the judge will provide a briefing to all competitors. The briefing should be short, 
welcoming, and positive in tone.


Some points you may wish to include:

• Maximum time for the Rally course or Working round.

• Ring entry and exit strategies.

• What to do with the leash (for off-leash levels).

• Reinforcement rules.

• Define what is meant by “tight leash” for on-leash levels.

• The importance of clarity in changes of pace.

• The importance of respecting any lines on the ground.

• In Rally, what indicator, if any, the judge would like to see when a team repeats a station.

• In Rally Team, where the non running team will wait before or after their turn.

• When/where feeding and physical praise is allowed.

• In Working


• what they can expect from the judge to indicate a repeat or to move on to the next 
exercise.


• where all the exercises are located.

• where they are to place their retrieve items upon entering.

• when/how the judge may communicate with them during the round.


• Consequences for corrections (physical or verbal).

• Remind to participants to breathe and have fun!


Walkthrough 

The Judges Briefing will be followed by a 10-minute walkthrough, without dogs, of the Rally course (5 
minutes for C Stream and Team) or 2-minute walkthrough of the Working ring with participants. If a 
handler has dogs in both B and C stream, they may use the full 10-minute walkthrough time. Judges 
must be available to answer any questions during the competitors walkthrough.
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Judging a Run 

At the Start 
• Check that the scoresheet is for the dog in the ring.

• Check that the jump height is correct, and all equipment is in place.

• Greet each handler.

• Check the equipment of the dog by either visual inspection or asking for it to be shown.


• A dog wearing an improper or improperly fitted equipment shall be excused.

• The handler shall be given the option of returning to compete at the end of the class 

order with proper or properly fitted equipment.

• Check for prohibited items – bait bags, training aprons, or toys (Rally only).

• For Working, ensure the exercises to be performed are set at the correct level as indicated on 

the scoresheet.

• Ensure the timer is ready.

• Tell the handler when they can start.


	 

During the Run 

• The judge does not speak to the team while they are on a Rally course. 

• In Working, the judge may respond to questions during the round if it does not include 

guidance on how to complete the exercise.

• Do your best to follow the same path while judging each team and ensure that all the stations 

or exercises can be seen clearly and judged fairly.

• Be consistent in scoring.

• In Rally - any deductions that occur while heeling to the next station get added to the next 

station's scoring box.

• Take approved accommodations into account and judge accordingly.

• All comments and deductions should be legible on the scoresheet.

• Judges are encouraged to use smiley faces, hearts, or comments such as “wow” to note the 

great performance of a station or exercise.

• If the judge has a question about how to score a particular station or exercise, they should 

make a note so that it can be reassessed after the dog and handler team have left the ring.

• Thank each handler after they finish their run.

• Check with the timer and enter the time on the scoresheet.


• Time gets recorded to the second (i.e. 2:43).

• In Working: Time ends when the team has completed the last exercise.

• In Rally: The time ends when the team passes the Finish sign.


• Calculate any deductions, enter the score, and add a positive comment.

• Complete the incident report for any excusals immediately after the end of the relevant run.


At the End of Each Round 

As a judge you are responsible for correct scores and times.

• Check scores to ensure that the Trial Record agrees with the scoresheets. 

• Initial scoresheets and any changes and sign Trial Record.  

• Hand out scoresheets, qualifying ribbons, and other ribbons that are offered by the host. 

• Remind competitors to keep their scoresheets until they have verified their online results. 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Changing of Scores 

Once score sheets have been handed to exhibitors the score will not be changed with 2 exceptions:

1. A recording error in the levels, streams or exercises, or

2. an arithmetic error of which the judge or other trial official is advised before the end of the 

trial.


If the judge realises that a mistake has been made in a non-discretionary deduction, then the change 
may be made. But an announcement must be made to the exhibitors as to the reason for the 
change. Any changes must be initialed by the judge (preferably in the same ink used to score the 
run).


Note: Competitors may not request that a judge watch a video to reassess a score given.


At the End of the Trial 

• Double check the Trial Record Sheet and sign it.


Entering Your Own Dog In Rounds You Are Judging 

A judge may enter the level that they are judging.

• Judges will enter their dogs for these runs in the same manner as other competitors. 

• Judge's runs will be scored by a second, eligible judge, and the scores will be awarded 

under the judge of record. 

• Judge's runs will not be eligible for placements or special awards in their class. 

• Qualifying scores will count toward titles and are eligible for title ribbons when a title is 

earned. 

• Their placement in the running order will be agreed upon between the judges. 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Clarifications on Deductions and NQ/NY 
Unrequired Position Changes  
If a team performs a spin, sit, or down while heeling between stations, it is considered an out of 
position deduction, NOT an NQ. However, if a spin, sit, down, or stand position change is performed 
when not required during a station, as described in the station sign, it is an NQ. 


Note: The exception to this would be at the completion of a stationary exercise where the receiving 
of a treat (Novice, Intermediate, and Advanced B Steam) causes the dog to change position. In this 
case, if the dog is placed back in the correct position before the team proceeds to the next station, 
an Additional Cue (-2) deduction would apply. If the dog is not returned to the final position for the 
station before leaving the station, an NQ would apply for not leaving the station from the correct 
position, as is bolded in the sign description. 


Deductions for the Dog Creeping Forward 
For signs Sit Dog – Return to Heel,  Down Dog – Return to Heel, Sit Dog – Call to Heel – Forward, 
Down Dog – Call to Heel – Forward in Excellent and Versatility Excellent, there are no deductions for 
the dogs moving all 4 feet to sit or down as long as they don’t show significant forward movement. 

 

For example, the dog may perform a fold back down or put down their butt down first and then lay 
down without deductions, as long as there is no pausing in the sit before downing.


The judge may give deductions between -1 and -5 for the dog moving towards the handler before 
assuming the required position. However, if the dog moves a full body length, or more, it results in an 
NQ. 


Moving Stations 
Dogs do not have to down, sit, or stand before or right beside the station sign for the Moving Sit Call 
to Heel, Moving Stand Call to Heel, or Moving Down Call to Heel stations. A deduction (-1 to -5) 
applies depending on how far past the sign the dog assumes the required position.

 

It is only an NQ if the dog’s entire body is completely past the sign.

 

For example: the dog downs with their shoulder right at the sign (front paws past the sign) a -1 or -2 
deduction could be warranted.  


Spins in Working  
In Working, if a dog spins on the way to the dog box in Directed Jumping, it is a Not Yet. 

 

If the dog spins while completing Barrel Racing or Around the Clock, it is acceptable provided the 
dog is following the correct pattern. 


Requested Positions in Working 
In Working, for Directed Jumping (Elite and Expert) and Back Away (Expert), “requested position” 
refers to a position requested by the station requirements, not necessarily requested by the handler. 

 

If the dog assumes one of the correct positions, even if the handler did not cue that position, it will 
still be acceptable for a Pass. If the dog does a second position change or assumes a position that is 
not part of the “requested positions” list, that will result in a Not Yet. 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Upon Completion of a Trial  

Trial secretary is responsible to forward all required paperwork to CARO within the prescribed time 
limit, including:


• Catalogue

• Judges Trial Record

• Titles Achieved Sheet

• Trial Incident Report (if applicable)

• Fee Submission Form


All forms are available on the Trial Forms page of the CARO website, under the Hosts / Judges menu.


Trial Hosts are responsible for paying judges immediately following the trial.


Bye Dog 
All bye dogs used in a Brace or Team run, must be noted in the Judge’s Trial Record with the name 
“Bye-Dog” and the CARO ID of 2799. 

https://canadianrallyo.ca/trial-forms/
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Ribbons 

Qualifying Score Ribbons 
The provision of qualifying score ribbons for each qualifying Rally run is mandatory. They must display 
the CARO logo and may be of any colour.

For Working, qualifying score ribbons are not required. 


Title Ribbons 
Title ribbons are optional and provided at the discretion of the trial host.

They must display the CARO logo and may be of any colour.


Special Prizes 
Any special prizes provided by the trial host at their direction and may be presented throughout the 
trial day when the criteria set by the hosts/judge(s) have been met.


Placement Ribbons 
Placement ribbons are optional and provided at the discretion of the trial hosts.


Championship Ribbons 
Ribbons for selected Championship titles (see Rally and Working Handbooks) are provided by CARO 
to eligible members in good standing for the current and previous calendar year. They will be mailed 
to eligible recipients upon completion of the relevant titles. Championship Ribbons are also available 
to purchase by others who have earned the title.


https://canadianrallyo.ca/handbook-signs/
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Setting up on Trial Day 
Equipment to Manage a Trial 

• Table for stewards, normally located right outside of the ring.

• A location to post the running order, such as a wall or free-standing piece of equipment.

• Some trials have portable printers for copying paperwork.

• Stopwatch or electronic timing mechanism.


Judge’s Kit 
Suggested items for a judge to have on hand at a trial:


• Rulebook and amendments (printed or digitally)

• Stations signs and/or Working selection signs

• Measuring tape

• Pens/pencils

• Clip board(s)

• Paper clips and/or stapler

• Stopwatch

• Painters Tape or similar (for lines) 


The Ring 
The ring boundaries must be clearly marked either with rope, fencing, walls, collapsible gates, 
curtains, snow fencing, and/or similar barrier.

The ring area and surrounding boundary should be clear of any materials or equipment not related to 
the course. 

Floor Markings 
Floor markings for relevant stations or obstacles must be clearly visible and not pose a trip hazard. In 
the Working category, some lines may be indicated by placing a small pylon on either side of the line 
of travel. Lines may be drawn on the ground using tape or other flat materials, provided the method 
used is clearly visible and does not pose a tripping hazard.


Station Signs and Holders 
• Minimum of one set per ring.

• Stations Sign holders (20 per ring), type and style may vary from club to club.

• Station numbers, where the number’s font is a minimum of 2 inches high (1-20 per ring), 

numbers may be attached to sign holders or separate.


Cones 
Rally


• requires 3-4 cones for the Novice cone stations.

• Requires 2 cones for the Off-Set Figure 8.

• Cones are recommended to be 18 inches or taller but any size cones may be used.


Working

• Cones are required to be 18 inches tall for Barrel Racing and Around the Clock.

• Cones marking distance for Back Away may be any size, it is recommended to use 2-8 inch 

cones.

• Barrel Racing requires 3 cones.

• Around the Clock requires 6 cones with clearly visible numbers (1-6) on them, in a font that is 

a minimum of 2 inches tall.
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Off-Set Figure 8 
• Two securely covered bowls and treats.

• Two cones, recommended to be 18 inches or taller but any size cones may be used.


Obstacles 

Jump 
• Jumps may be bar jump or panel jump.

• Wing jumps may be used.

• Jumps must be constructed in a manner that provides stability and safety for all dogs.

• Jump width is to be a minimum of 4 feet.

• When using a bar jump, a single bar jump is preferable but not required.

• Jump bars and panels must be displaceable in both directions.

• Cups must be made of plastic or rubber or may have displaceable cups.

• In cases where the jump has a bar across the bottom which connects the two wings, the bar 

may not be metal.


Broad Jump	
• A broad jump as used for Obedience.

• This jump must have a minimum height of 2 inches and a maximum height of 5 inches.

• This jump must have a minimum width of 4 feet and a maximum width of 5 feet.

• The jump will require as many hurdles as are necessary to provide the appropriate spread 

distance, 8, 16, 24 or 28 inches.

• The 4 hurdles may be of solid construction, of any material such as wood, PVC, foam, or 

plastic.

• 4 marker poles between 3/4 inch and 1 1/4 inch outside diameter, and 4 feet tall, shall be 

placed at each corner of the jump. These marker poles must be freestanding.
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Tunnel	
• Tunnels must be between 3 to 15 feet long, a minimum of 24 inches in diameter and be 

supported with the required number of tunnel bags.

• Hoopers tunnels may be used.

• Tunnels must be fully extended, but may be curved if the course map indicates.

• Individual tunnel bags must weigh a minimum of 20lbs. (minimum 40lb per set).


Weave Poles	
• The weave poles will be set 2 feet apart and must consist of 6 poles. 

• Poles will be between 3 and 4 feet in height. 

• The poles should be those used in agility or a similar system.


Boxes for Working 
Boxes and lines may be constructed using tape, PVC, spray paint, metal, or rope secured on all 
corners, or a similar material that is safe to use and is set up to minimize any tripping 
hazards. Materials must be a minimum width of 0.5 inches to a maximum width of 2 inches. 

 

Handler Boxes and Lines  

• Handler boxes are 2x2 feet, with 4 sides.

• Handler box may be a 2x2 mat.

• Handler boxes are mandatory for Barrel Racing and Round the clock. 

• For the other exercises, either a handler box or line may be used. When handler lines are 

used instead of boxes, they must be 2 feet long. 


Dog Box and Lines  
• Dog boxes are 4x4 feet, with 3 sides.

• Dog boxes must be 3 sided with no material in the interior space. They cannot be a mat or 

platform. 

• For stations such as Drop on Recall which use lines, dog lines must be 4 feet long.


Length of Tunnel Minimum Number of 
Tunnel Bags Required

3-5 feet 2 sets

6-8 feet 3 sets

9-12 feet 4 sets

Over 12 feet 5 sets
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Setting up the Course 

Obstacle Lines Set up 
• One line will be a 14-foot line, which is placed 3 or 6 feet, depending on level, to the side of 

the obstacle, indicating the 10-foot distance from the front of the obstacle to the send zone. 

• The other line is a 5-foot line, placed 10 feet from the front of the obstacle, indicating the top 

of the send zone. This line shall be placed on the side of the obstacle from which the dog will 
approach it. 


• The Send Zone is an area 5 feet wide and 4 feet long as indicated by the yellow box in the 
below diagrams.   


• The station sign is placed at the outside end of the 5-foot line, as shown below.


Advanced Jump	 	 	 Excellent Jump	 	 	 Versatility Jump


Excellent Weave Poles	 	 Excellent Broad Jump	 	 	 Excellent Tunnel 


 ￼  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Cones Exercises 
• Cones are to be set 5 feet apart and adjusted to 6 feet apart for Brace.

• Cones are recommended to be 18 inches but any size cones may be used.


Weave Once and Weave Twice 

Spiral 

Off-Set Figure 8 

•  Food bowls must be security covered so that the dogs cannot access the food.

•  Food in the bowls must be tempting to the dog but should be a fair challenge and safe for the dogs. 

(Dog treats or cheese puffs would be acceptable options for example, but something such as raw 
chicken hearts would be an unfair challenge and foods such as chocolate would not be safe for 
dogs).


Adjustments for Brace 
• 1 foot of extra spacing will be added between cones for the Weave Once, Weave Twice, Spiral Right, 

and Spiral Left exercises.

• Off-Set Figure 8 - the cones and food bowls will be moved an additional 1 foot apart.

• Jump - The jump height will be set at the lowest height required.

• Additional space may be added as needed throughout the course at judge's discretion. 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Annex A: CARO Trial Requirements 

Trial Host Judge

At least six (6) weeks prior to the trial

Contact judge(s) and choose classes to be 
provided. 
Discuss and confirm contract conditions with 
the judge(s).

Discuss and confirm contract 
conditions with trial host.

Submit trial application

Provide the following information to the judge:

• Location, trial host name, and date(s).

• A map of the working space including 

ring size, entrances/exits, location of 
stewards’ table, and any posts or other 
ring impediments.


• Indoor/Outdoor and ring surface.

• List of classes being offered and the 

order of classes.

• Confirm what equipment is available at 

the location.

• Confirm the closing date of the trial.

Begin designing course maps.


Deadline for course map submission is 
at least 3 weeks before the trial. 

Working trials do not require course maps.

At least three (3) weeks prior to the trial

Discuss who will assume responsibility for printing course maps and if maps are to be 
provided to each competitor, either printed or digitally.

Determine if the judge prefers to bring their own station signs.

Determine if the judge will score FEO runs.

Provide the judge with trial number. Deadline to submit finalised course 
maps to the course approvers for 
review. 

At least one (1) week prior to the trial

Provide the judge with any accommodation 
requests.

Review requests for accommodations 
and confirm if they are accepted or 
denied.

https://app.canadianrallyo.ca/trialapplication
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Pre-Trial Paperwork

Copies of course maps – if responsible.

Judges Trial Record for each round and stream, 
including records for Brace, and Team, as 
applicable.

Trial Catalogue.

Individual Score Sheets.

Run Orders (by jump height is handy).

Titles Achieved Sheet.

Have a copy of all requests for 
accommodation.

Copies of course maps – if 
responsible.

Trial Day

Designate the boundaries of the trial ground.

Post signs at the trial which state that 
prompting from spectators will result in an NQ 
for the competing team.

Course Maps:


• Post maps at a location easily accessible 
to competitors.


• Hosts may provide a copy to each 
competitor or send by email a few hours 
before the trial.


Stewards’ Table:

• Have all score sheets and trial records 

ready to go – describe their job.

• Fill in Incident Report if needed.


Ring Steward(s)

• Set up the courses.

• Ensure that sign holders are numbered 

to match the course map.

• Manage the flow of competitors, 

ensuring that they are ready to enter the 
ring at the appropriate time.

Brief ring and table stewards on 
procedures as needed.


Walk the course to ensure correct set 
up for order of stations, 
appropriateness and safety of 
equipment and correctness of all 
markings or other indicators needed to 
correctly complete stations.


Judges will use the individual team 
scoresheet for marking the specific 
point deductions for each 
performance.


Sign the Trial Record sheets.

Post-Trial Paperwork

Keep a copy of all records for a minimum of 3 
months.

Submit to CARO:


• Catalogue

• Judges Trial Record

• Titles Achieved Sheet

• Trial Incident Report (if applicable)

• Fee Submission Form
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Annex B: Creating an Effective Premium List 

The premium must not be published until the trial is officially approved by CARO and assigned a trial 
number.


Initial Information

• CARO Name and/or logo with the words “Sanctioned Rally Trial”

• Trial Number(s)

• Host Name

• Trial Date(s)


• Classes offered, include:

• number of rounds for each class

• if Brace is available

• which levels will be offered

• for Working state which stations/levels will be offered


• Judges’ names

• Opening & Closing dates

• Statement if this is a ‘limited entry’ trial or any other restrictions

Important Information

• Trial Chair: name & contact details

• Trial Secretary: name & contact details

• Venue description & address

• Statement that trial is run under CARO rules, with a link to CARO site for full explanation 

of performance guidelines

• Whether same day move ups will be permitted during the trial or not

• Judging assignments, if more than one judge

• Registration form (or link to digital registration form) with general agreement/disclaimer

• Where/how to send the registration form

• Where/how/when to send the payment

• Refund policy

• When confirmations will be sent out

https://canadianrallyo.ca/handbook-signs/
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Registration Form

The registration form should capture the following information:


For the handler

• First name and surname

• Mailing address

• Email address

• Phone number 

• Any accommodation requests


For the dog

• CARO Dog ID Number

• Call Name and Breed

• Date of Birth

• Height (At withers)

• Jump Height (Vertical) 4”, 8”, 12” or 14”

• Whether the dog is a veteran or not

• Any accommodation requests, including a vet note if applicable


Classes selection:

• The rounds the team would like to register for

• Include an option to indicate stream (B or C) or levels/station for 

• For Working Class include an option to indicate station and level selection


The registration form should also include:

• Fee per event

• Provision for taxes (if needed)

• General Agreement / Disclaimer

• Signature and Date line

Optional (but nice) Information

• Directions to trial site

• Whether or not a concession will be available at the trial venue

• Crating options

• List (or link to list) of dog-friendly accommodations nearby

• Location of closest emergency vet
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Annex C: List of Common Acronyms for Scoring 

Deductions for Rally 

The following lists include acronyms that are frequently used for deductions, and mandatory 
acronyms to use for NQs.


Non-Qualifying Scores 
NQ-P/VC – Touching the dog to put it into a position (sit, down or stand)

NQ-IP – Incomplete performance/minimum requirements not met

NQ-DU – Dog Unmanageable

NQ-TL – Consistently Tight Leash (dog constantly pulling or resisting)

NQ-OC – Off course, does not complete the station at all or performs stations out of order

NQ-FL – Food Lure

NQ-OOP – Significantly out of position for more than 50% of the course 

Additional Cues 

RC – Repeat Cue 

AC – Additional Cue 

SC – Second Cue 

DC – Double Cue

XC – Extra Cue

Dog – General 
OOP (OP) – Out of Position 

SR – Slow Response 

STR – Slow to Respond

Wide – turn too wide or too far from station 

Lag – dog lagging

Handling Error  
TL – Tight Leash 

HE - Handler Error

Course Navigation  
Redo – Repeat a Station 

RS – Repeat Station

Rep (R) – Repeat of Station

Positions 
CS – Crooked Sit 

CF – Crooked Front

CST – Crooked Stand
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Annex D: List of All Forms for Hosting a Trial 

Competitors 
CARO Membership Application

CARO Individual Dog Registration


Trial Officials 
CARO Trial Application (Found under the Hosts / Judges menu on the CARO website.)

CARO Catalogue Sheet

Individual Dog Score Card – Regular Classes

Individual Dog Score Card – Working Class

Judge’s Trial Record

Trial Incident Report

Titles Earned

Fee Submission


Trial forms are available on the TRIAL FORMS page of the CARO website.


https://canadianrallyo.ca/member-info/
https://canadianrallyo.ca/registering-a-dog/
https://app.canadianrallyo.ca/trialapplication
https://canadianrallyo.ca/trial-forms/
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